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Maunsel (Fourth Co-Ownership) Housing Society Limited -
Proposed de-registration with the Housing Corporation

I have been asked to provide a letter to the Committee to be used in support of
an application to be made by Maunsel for voluntary removal from the Register
maintained by the Housing Corporation

| confirm that this letter is offered as the legal advice refered fo by Jenny
Goodwin in her letter to Sue Levinge at BS Management Services dated 24
September 2008,

You may remember that the previous enquiries 1o the Housing Corporation with
which I was involved led fo fhe issue on the 5th October 2001 of a lefter from
Susan Mclean which suggested that it was a simple matter for Maunsel fo be
removed from the Register - as opposed fo submitfing an application for de-
registration. Her letter states and | quote “Maunsel (Fourth Co-Ownership) HSL s,
quite clearly, no longer a social landlord of any kind. It was set up as a co-
ownership society, but all the original co-owners opted fo become ordinary
leaseholders and bought new leases. Indeed, | am sure that many of the
original co-owners have since sold and moved on. The leassholders are now in
the position of belonging fo a group that is slil required fo produce annual
returns fo the Housing Corporation - but for no purpose....
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However the provisions of the Housing Act 1996 section 4 deal with the issue of
removal of a registered social landlord from the Housing Corporation Register
and make it clear that it is not automatic that such removal fakes place unless
Maunsel were either no longer a body sligible for registration or had ceased to
exist or to operate. As neilher of these situations are the case then it is
necessary for Maunsel fo submit a request to the Tenant Services Authority (as
successor fo the Housing Corporation) requesting its removal from the Register
which will require them 1o consult with the local authority, the Royal Borough of
Kensington & Chelsea.

The Housing Corporation issued revised guidance notes in 2002 setting out “de-
registration criteria for registered social landlords” and | have reviewed these
insofar as they are applicable to Maunsel. You should check the criteria set out
in these notes at the time that the Committee make any resolution to apply to
de-register.

Section 1(1) states that “only RSLs providing one hundred or fewer homes
(owned or in management).... will be considered for removal from the Register”
and | confirm that Maunsel complies with this. | enclose a separate sheet
showing that in my opinion Maunsel complies with all the criteria and this is
annexed fo my letter.

It is important to understand that de-registering from the list means that the
Tenant Services Authority will no longer have any obligations towards Maunsel,
it will no longer conduct any form of monitoring of Maunsel's activities and it
will no longer be available to be approached as an arbiter of last resort in the
event of any disputes.

Conversely, it will no longer be necessary for Maunsel to seek Tenant Services
Authority approval, for example if it is considered necessary or appropriate to
change the rules of Maunsel, and it will not be necessary to submit annual
returns or to file accounts.

In her letter dated 209 September 2008 Jenny Goodwin makes reference fo the
requirement to obtain legal advice. | am pleased fo confim fhe following
points:-

Security of Tenure

There are no implications for security of tenure in connection with the
application fo de-register.
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There are no implications for rent setting in connection with the application to
de-register.

Right to Buy

There are no implications for right to buy in connection with the application to
de-register.

| understand that Maunsel does not have any outstanding loans. | confirm that
the loan received from Royal Borough of Kensington & Chelsea was repaid
several years ago.

I hope this letter is sufficient for your purpose.

If you require any further clarification from me either by letter or by attendance
at a Committee meeting please let me know.
murﬂinoers\y

CHRIS EVANS
ebw solicitors llp
Email: chris@ebw.co.uk
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COMPLIANCE WITH DE-REGISTRATION CRITERIA FOR REGISTERED
SOCIAL LANDLORDS

1(1) 1 do not consider that there is any material risk to publicly funded assets or to
provision of services to residents.

1(2)  So faras I am aware, Maunsel is only concerned with the development at Wesley
Square and has no other development programme cither current or planned.

1(3) Maunsel will still be subject to the regulatory regime imposed by the Financial
Services Authority on mutual societies.

2 Tothe best of my knowledge and belief Maunsel's accounts demonstrate that it
has operated on a sound and proper financial basis. I have seen the budget for the
next financial year and understand that outline budgets exist for a five year period
with regard to external maintenance and repair.

3.1 I understand that this letter will be distributed to residents as part of your
consultation process.

32 Iconfirm that there is no loss of statutory rights for any owner at Wesley Square
arising from de-registration.

3.2 Iconfirm that the loss of protection of the tenants guarantee is not relevant to the
owners at Wesley Square.

32 Tunderstand that this letter of advice will be supplied to the Housing Corporation.

33 1 understand that you will be confirming that Maunsel will continue to be a
member of an approved Independent Housing Ombudsman scheme.

4(1) o the best of my knowledge and belief Maunsel complies with this requirement
and has not received any public subsidy within the last three financial years

42 To the best of my knowledge and belief there is no outstanding Housing
Association Grant or Social Housing Grant and there is no obligation to repay any
such.
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You should note that even after removal from the Register there is still the
obligation to obtain Section 9 Consent from the Tenant Services Authority (as.
successor to the Housing Corporation) pursuant to the Housing Act 1996 for the
disposal of any land.

Please note that the Tenant Services Authority will consult with the Royal
Borough of Kensington & Chelsea.

To the best of my knowledge and belief all and any loans made to Maunsel have
been repaid in full.

Tam not aware of any public sector body which has provided capital subsidy to the
applicant.

1 understand that you are confident that you will be able to show that Maunsel
‘meets the appropriate standards covering Committee and management control and
financial management. So far as I am aware Maunsel is not classified as being
“under supervision” or “under observation”.

The guidance notes do provide that Maunsel should be eligible to re-apply for
registration after the passage of five years, should this be appropriate.

ebw solicitors llp

CHRIS EVANS 13A Shad Thames

London SE1 2PU




